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A Prayer for the Family 
Lord God, from You every family in heaven and on earth takes its name. 

Father, You are love and life. Through Your Son, Jesus Christ, born of 

woman, and through the Holy Spirit, the fountain of divine charity, grant 

that every family on earth may become for each successive generation a 

true shrine of life and love. Grant that Your grace may guide the thoughts 

and actions of husbands and wives for the good of their families and of all 

the families in the world. Grant that the young may find in the family solid 

support for their human dignity and for their growth in truth and love. Grant 

that love, strengthened by the grace of the sacrament of marriage, may 

prove mightier than all the weaknesses and trials through which our fami-

lies sometimes pass. Through the intercession of the Holy Family of Naz-

areth, grant that the Church may fruitfully carry out her worldwide mission 

in the family and through the family. We ask this of You, Who is life, truth, 

and love with the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Godôs gift to us at Christmas is The Family. He presented it to us over 
2000 years ago. The gift was not wrapped in red and green designer 
wrapping paper, nor was it placed below a glittering balsam fir adorned with sparkling ornaments and pep-
permint candy. The gift was wrapped in swaddling clothes and placed upon worn and scratchy hay beneath 
the roof of a tattered and weathered stable.  
 
There was no jolly man with a white beard and red suit cruising in on a shiny sleigh led by eight heavily-
antlered caribou to deliver the gift. Godôs gift was transported by a frightened young woman on a tired mule 
led by a poor, confused young man with sandals and a stick to fuel his journey. The simple dedication and 
selfless love of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph are a model for all humanity. 
 
During this Advent and Christmas season, take time to pray for the family ï your own family, those whose 
families struggle, and those without families. Whether it is a prayer of thanksgiving, or a prayer of petition, 
pray for Godôs timeless gift to mankind.   
 
ñLove your family. Spend time, be kind & serve one another. Make no room for regrets. Tomorrow is not 
promised & today is short.ò 

A GIFT FOR YOU 

TO: Humankind 

FROM: God 

Mission  

Statement  
 

òLove one anotheró  

(John 13:34) 

 

Carolynõs Place Pregnancy 
Care Center is a ministry com-
mitted to empowering indi-
viduals, through education, 
comfort, and assistance, to 
make life choices related to 
their sexuality and child-
bearing consistent with the 
sanctity of human life. 



 

 

 

Honoring Carolynås Legacy  
 

Though the evening was chilly, the atmosphere was warm and welcoming at the Carolynôs Place Annual Dinner November 3rd.  

More than 270 supporters gathered at Waterburyôs La Bella Vista, to celebrate the pregnancy care centerôs 21-year legacy. The event 

raised nearly $20,000 to help Carolynôs Place empower individuals ï through education, comfort and assistance ï to make life 

choices related to their sexuality and child-bearing that are consistent with the sanctity of human life. 

 

Guests were treated to soft jazz music, graciously provided by the talented Gomez & Sadlon, as they perused 

and bid on the 120 silent auction baskets generously donated by local businesses and friends of Carolynôs Place. 

Some of the most popular auction prizes included Yankee tickets, a two-day overnight stay in Boston, a flat 

screen television, and golfing packages. 

 

A special thanks to our emcee, Bill Dunn, for his humorous and entertaining role throughout the evening. A 

former recipient of the Carolynôs Place Life Award himself, Bill is well-known locally for his weekly ñA Mat-

ter of Laugh or Deathò column in the Republican-American and is the author of ñThe Merry 

Catholic.ò  

Fr. Robert Rousseau greeted the crowd by recounting the story of discovering baby Carolyn Marie, who was left 

in the foyer of St. John the Evangelist Church in Watertown. Fr. Rousseau lauded the motherôs courage and 

thanked her for choosing life for her child who was confidentially adopted soon after. He later led the guests in 

singing ñHappy Birthdayò and presenting a cake in honor of Carolyn Marieôs 22nd birthday this November. 

 

The event paid tribute to four exceptional individuals for their pro-life advocacy and volunteer work. The Mau-

reen Anne Donohoe Life Award was presented to William J. Pape, II, Editor and Publisher of the Republican-

American newspaper, for his brave and long-standing commitment to sharing pro-life and life-affirming articles 

with the paperôs readership.  

 

The Carolynôs Place Ministry Award was presented to Father John M. Cooney who served as the pastor 

of St. John the Evangelist Church in Watertown from 1994 to 2012. Father Cooney is a devoted sup-

porter of our ministry and is committed to praying for the protection of life.  Throughout his tenure at 

St. Johnôs, the beloved pastor provided generous monthly support from the parish as well as a monthly 

collection box for parishioners to contribute. Though retired, Father Cooney continues to actively par-

ticipate in all of Carolynôs Placeôs projects and events.  

The Walter J. Williams Service Award was presented to husband and wife duo, Monique and Jean Luc 

Fortin. Monique was inspired to volunteer with Carolynôs Place in 1997. Today, she oversees and sorts 

the thousands of personal needs items that are donated to Carolynôs Place each year and helps to proc-

ess the many mailings that are distributed annually. After accompanying Monique to Carolynôs Place, 

Jean Luc noticed that parts of the building were in dire need of some TLC. He volunteered to help and 

has graciously repaired our fence, fixed a part of our garage roof, built shelving, and provided many 

other much needed repairs.  

 

All of our honorees received special citations from the State of 

Connecticut, presented by Sen. Joan Hartley and Sen. Joe 

Markley. The honorees also received special citations from the 

City of Waterbury, presented by Mayor Neil OôLeary.  

Carolynôs Place was also honored to have Rep. Selim Noujaim 

show his support by attending the dinner.  

Fr. Robert Grant from St. Thomas Parish in Thomaston gave 

the blessing for our meal to begin the evening, and Rev. Jenni-

fer Arnold, an intern with Carolynôs Place, and a pastor at the 

Waterbury Church of God concluded the dinner with a beauti-

ful closing prayer. 



 

 

A special thank you to all of our volunteers and supporters who made this yearôs event a great success! We would 

especially like to thank all those who purchased an advertisement in our program booklet and our sponsors: GOLD- TD 

Bank; SILVER- Prospect Veterinary Hospital, Sullivan Brothers Remodeling and Main Street Financial Group, LLC; 

BRONZE- Waterbury Swiss Automatics, United Auto Sales and Services, Mrs. Maureen Williams in memory of Walter 

J. Williams, Prospect Boarding and Grooming, Dr. Michael Rokosky, J. Peck Construction Services, Inc., Thomaston 

Comfort Control, and Naugatuck Valley Memorial Funeral Home. 

CAROLYN'S PLACE NEEDS: 
Bookkeeper 

About 3 hours a week 

Knowledge of Quickbooks, Excel and 
payroll 

Contact: Ginny  (203) 597-9080 

This ChristmaséGive a Gift for Life 
Give an alternative gift that saves lives. This Christmas 
send a donation in honor of that special someone you 
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a beautiful, personalized Christmas card acknowledg-
ing your donation. A donation may be made in the 
enclosed envelope or by going online to our website 
at www.carolynsplace.net.  

Give a gift wrapped in love not in tissue paper.  


